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birth to those very intrigues, and that very dis-
position to conspire against the British domination,
from which he had apprehended danger to our
interests.   But the previous existence of these in-
trigues, as evinced by Sindheea's connexion with
the Bhoosla, and by the concurring reports of the
several British Residents at the native courts, was
the principal,  and perhaps the sole reason that
induced Lord Hastings to adopt the measure; the
object of which had been to anticipate, and thereby
prevent, the pernicious consequences to be expect-
ed from the projects of the Mahrattas at the par-
ticular juncture.   Doubtless, when the outset of
the Goorkha war had been unpropitious, and when
such extensive exertions were required for its
prosecution, the risk of giving umbrage  to the
Mahratta powers and entailing fresh embarrass-
ment would not, willingly, have been incurred, with-
out a sense of most imperious exigency.    But pro-
bably in the opinion of some people, the best ar-
gument in favour of the course taken is to be found
in the result which actually followed, notwith-
standing the unlooked-for disasters of the campaign.
It will have been seen that the establishment of
Sindheea's influence over the Bhoosla, and the
destruction of Bhopal, were thereby completely
prevented.   And although the greater part of
the force of the Bengal' presidency was known
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